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FOREWORD

PEACE!

As one of the dumb things of the earth, it was
wonderful to enter this world under the darkness of War,
Racism, Segregation, Discrimination and Oppression by
some of the brutes of this Civilization--to matriculate
through various segregated and integrated Educational
Institutions beyond the Graduate Level, and to be trained in
Christianity as it was understood.

The Spirit blessed me to become victorious in numerous
arenas--the Business World, Sports World, Academic World,
Military World and the Religious World.

After twenty five years of Christianity, the Spirit led me
into twenty five years of in-depth study and practice of
Buddhism, where I helped lead thousands into the Faith.

Upon returning to an intense study of the teachings of
Jesus the CHRIST, the Spirit led me to the Mountain Top
and introduced me to the Words, Deeds and Actions of the
"DIVINE FATHER," FATHER DIVINE. Then my spiritual eyes
were opened to the coming of the FATHER, Who had sent
the Son!

FATHER DIVINE'S Deeds and Actions are too stout to be
denied! They have their impact on the world. However,
many of small, limited minds of prejudice and ignorance,
preconceived ideas and opinions in the guise of the press,
writers, historians, et cetera, have tried to mislead the
masses and cover light with darkness.



They made a deliberate effort to belittle, discredit,
distort, ridicule and flat out lie about the Greatest Work
ever done for Mankind in this Civilization. Ultimately, these
enemies of the people--thieves and robbers all--did not
and could not tell the Truth, for the Truth was not in them.
However, the Law is strict. They shall get their just rewards.

All the world should know about the One Who Blessed
the people, fed tens of millions of people during the Great
Depression--more than ten thousand per day in New York
City alone--healed the sick, raised the dead, gave sight to
the blind, and made the lame to walk!

HE sacrificed His Body thirty two times to lynch mobs in
the south-- once for each year that Jesus was on earth--to
stop the lynching of Africans in America, and to Redeem
the Nation with a New Birth of Freedom under GOD. The
Truth is eternally the Truth, yesterday, today and forever!

Now one has come forth and taken up the challenge to
shed light on and refute these agents of darkness who have
slandered FATHER DIVINE, to raise a Standard based on
Righteousness, Justice and Truth. Mr. LaVere Belstrom has
done a wonderful job in writing this book and has
presented verifiable facts exposing those who committed
intellectual and professional fraud. This book affords an
opportunity for all to know the Truth, especially those who
were victimized by the wicked ones.

I have known Mr. Belstrom for about twelve years. He is
a self-denied individual with high qualifications
academically and in real life practical experience, being a
staunch advocate of True Americanism and the Spiritual
Principles upon which America was founded. He is a



devoted advocate of the American Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution with its Bill of Rights.

In addition, Mr. Belstrom has spent more than fifty years
studying and researching the Works and Teachings of
FATHER DIVINE. And witnessed His work up close He has
had substantial personal exposure to FATHER DIVINE and
witnessed His Work up close.

I pray that you read this book and be greatly blessed!

Aaron Hermes Enaharo






INVOCATION

Dedicated to
REVEREND MAJOR J. DIVINE, Ms. D, D.D,,
Exponent of the Gospel of JESUS CHRIST,
Better known as FATHER DIVINE
And His Matchless, Virgin Bride,
MRS. M. J. "SWEET ANGEL" DIVINE,
Better known as MOTHER DIVINE
For Their consistent, untiring, Superhuman efforts
over a period of many years,
to lift Humanity out of the prison of mortality
into living Glorious, Spiritual, Lives
of Peace, Love, Joy and Tranquility as
True Children of GOD!
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INTRODUCTION

To be sure, one of the delights of "dog-dom" must be
snuffling the earth for a deposited bone, excavating for it,
and at length clamping jaws on the mouth-watering tidbit
and settling down to a blissful session of gnawing, and
reflecting on the dividends of retrieving a treasure.

No less, humans sometimes cache an object or an idea
which was not appropriate for use at the moment, or which
was thought to be no-account, only to disinter it later to
find that they had buried a bonanza.

The interest in FATHER DIVINE and the Peace Mission
Movement that is currently surfacing illustrates the point.
Thousands of people--perhaps millions--have heard of
FATHER DIVINE during the last hundred-odd years, but
were not ready at that time to acclaim HIM for some
reason, or they discarded HIM as being of no consequence.

Presently, many of these people are experiencing the
irradiation of rediscovering FATHER DIVINE through one
avenue or another. Other people, especially the younger,
who have not heard the Name of FATHER DIVINE, are
discovering HIM with amazement and elation. This book
will introduce FATHER DIVINE to the latter and flood the
ken of the former with bright memories.

This book has as its title Rediscovering GOD. Perhaps
the reader will be of the opinion that the author is being
audacious and presumptuous in it. Nonetheless, on
occasion, it is enlightening to view a venerable concept
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with the intent to '"rediscover" it by an unorthodox
approach. Followers of FATHER DIVINE say positively that
HE is GOD. Therefore, this work can be said to be written as
a means of rediscovering FATHER DIVINE.

This volume endeavors to assist the seeker in
rediscovery, or discovery whichever, by leading the explorer
through the dank welter of denigrating books and articles
written on the Peace Mission Movement to the sunlight of
the enlightened works, which dwell on the positiveness of
mainly FATHER DIVINE'S sociological and religious posture.
There has been a mass of writings of every description on
the REVEREND M. J. DIVINE since the beginning of the
twentieth century, and it has been uniformly negative with
few exceptions.

Much of this literature is acrid with bias as though there
was a Hydra monster loose in the gloom of the land, each
of its many venomous heads spewing a different poison.
Most of the literature--if indeed it merits being called
literature--disparages FATHER DIVINE mercilessly.

In later years, maltreatment of FATHER DIVINE by early
writers has been recognized by a few investigators who are
fair-minded and who readily give credit where it has been
earned. William Kephart decries disparagement of FATHER
DIVINE. He writes that there are "Gross differences"
between the reporting of these early writers--who were
only journalists, not trained sociological investigators. Their
knowledge of FATHER DIVINE is "decidedly spotty”:
"References, research sources, and general documentation
are largely lacking. The methodology is not rigorous, and
there are time gaps in the narratives. It is hardly surprising
that there are some sharp discrepancies among the various
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accounts. In briet, they are popular books--no more, no
less.” (Extraordinary Groups, New York: St. Martin's Press,
Second Edition, 1982, 160-161) Not much credence or
respectability can be given to the scoffers' stories. News
about FATHER DIVINE was overblown.

To the popular press, GOD and His angels were good
copy, and reporters played up what seemed to them the
circus like aspects. As Dr. Kephart said, “they tended to look
upon him as a showman. But while the movement
doubtless had its ostentatious aspects, reporters
conveniently overlooked the fact that Father Divine was a
man of character and principle. A principle, according to
the dictionary, is a guiding sense of right conduct a
proposed rule of action or conduct: and this definition aptly
characterizes Father Divine's deportment. He believed
strongly in certain maxims or canons, and both his life and
his movement were based on them. In his thousands of
deeds and words--most of the latter being preserved for
posterity--he never once altered his position or changed his
principles.” (192)

After 1965, the scoffers predicted that the Movement
would quickly fall apart, but history has vindicated FATHER
DIVINE. Kephart smugly insists that His "competitors" fell
away. "Decade after decade they sallied forth, only to be
whirled back.” (178) FATHER DIVINE'S detractors are all but
forgotten, whereas the Peace Mission Movement is very
much extant. Far from being a dead Movement, FATHER
DIVINE'S Peace Missions have been active in many foreign
countries, holding meetings and serving Holy Communion
Banquets, recognizing FATHER and MOTHER DIVINE'S
Presence, even during the war years. These are some of the
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countries where followers of FATHER DIVINE gathered--
Australia, Austria, Canada, England, France, Germany, New
Zealand, Panama, Switzerland, and a few of the South
American countries around the Caribbean Sea.

Much of the literature on the REVEREND M. J. DIVINE,
better known as FATHER DIVINE, is hearsay or based on
hearsay. Some of the writings, if they be scrutinized
carefully, compared with other scurrilous accounts, weighed
with just plain common sense, and contemplated with a
sense of decency and justice, will be recognized as mere
fabrication.

It is not the purpose of Rediscovering GOD to waste
the time of either the writer or the reader by scrutinizing,
comparing, weighing and contemplating these offbeat
writings. They will "wane of their own abnormal weight" as
FATHER DIVINE has said--and slink back into the murky
twilight from which they originally crept.

On the other side of the ledger are other journalists,
such as Kephart, whose finely tuned insights, as well as their
sagacious evaluation of apocalyptic happenings, revealed
to them the profundity and transcendence of FATHER
DIVINE. The accounts written by these sages are a
refreshing diversion from the claptrap that was written
earlier--long overdue.

Several writers have seen a gleaming light in the Peace
Mission Movement. One of the earliest was the late Charles
Braden, erstwhile Professor of the History and Literature of
Religion at Northwestern University, who included a long
chapter on the Movement in one of his books. Also in the
forties was Arthur Fauset, whose book, based on his
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doctoral dissertation, contains sections devoted to the
Movement. Then came an extended hiatus until William
Kephart wrote the book quoted above, which included a
hefty chapter on the Movement. Kephart, now retired, was
then Professor of Sociology at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Subsequently a book appeared, the entire contents of
which dealt with the socio-religious phases of FATHER
DIVINE'S groups, written by Kenneth Burnham, Professor
Emeritus of Sociology at Temple University, as an
outgrowth of his Doctor of Philosophy degree. Ronald
White wrote a thesis in 1980 at Miami University, Oxford,
Ohio, to compare New Thought Teachings with those of the
Founder, Sole Bishop, and Sole Pastor of the Peace Mission
Movement. In view of the mass of existing negative
literature on FATHER DIVINE, it was a happy surprise that
Mr. White endeavored to break the trend, to produce a
positive work on this most Commanding Figure on the
religious scene. Roma Barnes fashioned a vast two-volume
dissertation at the University of York in England on the
several facets of the Peace Mission Movement. A
questionable work then appeared, written by Robert
Weisbrot, a Harvard graduate who is Professor of History at
Colby College. The latest book is even more questionable. It
is by Jill Watts, Assistant Professor of History at California
State University at San Marcos.

There is something to applaud in all of these works.
These investigators were not hoodwinked by the
abundance of flak aimed at FATHER DIVINE. Shining
through the clouds of censure was His determination to lift
the people by teaching them to trust in their recognition
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and realization of the actual Presence of GOD being with
them and within them at all times. These writers saw this
light and were attracted to it, as their writings show.

In addition to seeing this Light, they saw as the Source
of the Light the beloved figure of FATHER DIVINE, and they
accorded HIM a deference never shown to another. They
described HIM as having supernatural powers and
charismatic authority--a Person of "infinite goodness" who
"furnished both bread and Joy!" Never was a natural man,
no matter how great, been so characterized. These
investigators were impregnated with the Presence of the
incarnation of Deity-- some more, some less. Their
impressions will assist the reader in rediscovering FATHER
DIVINE.

This writer does not by any means endorse everything
that these authors wrote about the Peace Mission
Movement, however. There are what seem to be
inaccuracies and misconceptions and a persistent proclivity
to evaluate FATHER DIVINE and the Movement through
eyes of a materialist, as though HE is embodying
materialism as an ordinary man would embody it. Such an
evaluation is useful up to a point, but since the Movement
is essentially a spiritual movement at its core, a sound
assessment of it can be produced only by perceiving it
through spiritual eyes.

There is only one book that has been written from a
spiritual standpoint--the only book that is endorsed by the
Peace Mission Churches. It is written by MRS. M. J. DIVINE,
better known as MOTHER DIVINE. It has emerged
opportunely to satisfy the searching of those who are
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rediscovering the world of FATHER DIVINE. MOTHER
DIVINE'S book is discussed in a subsequent chapter.

When the news of FATHER DIVINE'S seemingly
impossible achievements burst upon the world in the
thirties, the printed media naturally stayed hot on His trail
as any eager newspaper bloodhound would. The papers ran
many bizarre tales, but other stories were very fair. This
book would be derelict if some of these eye-witness reports
were not a part of it. They are records of how some
reporters interacted with what FATHER DIVINE was doing--
reports that are appealing as well as factual, as the reader
will discover later in Rediscovering GOD . There is also the
story of an island on the Pacific coast which was for some
time an outpost of the Peace Mission Movement.

It is probably not possible for a non-follower to report
accurately on the Movement. He or she may assess some
facets of it properly, but not the whole. It is difficult even
for followers to describe the Movement. FATHER DIVINE'S
remarks in 1948 on this score are revealing. HE said to a
writer who wished to interpret the Peace Mission
Movement through the perception of an outsider looking
in, “But when indjviduals desire--in the which the most of
the newspaper men do--desire to get something from their
personal point of view, and as you say, from your viewpoint
or from their viewpoint, you cannot see the significance of
the Truth when you are not a part of it.” (MOTHER DIVINE,
The Peace Mission Movement, Philadelphiaz A D F D
Publications, 1982. 115)

It is as a person trying to write an instruction book that
will teach people how to swim when the person writing the
book cannot swim. The person is simply "not a part of it."
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Writers do not get the true story because "They did not
seek it from a spiritual point of view, but they merely
sought it from a literary point of view.” (116)

FATHER DIVINE told Charles Braden point blank in 1945,

"A person should not write unless they are unbiased,
absolutely unbiased, and at a place in consciousness where
they could and would receive the Spirit of your Humble
Servant. You can learn. As I often say to many other writers,
they cannot write of ME rightfully saving by My Spirit. ...No
man could be fair. ...The only way to write of a person is to
partake of that person’s spirit." (116)

The way of Peace is not to stress points of difference
but to emblazon the elements of agreement. Therefore it
would not be productive, in this volume, to go nit-picking
among the works on FATHER DIVINE. Rather, it is more
constructive to find and dwell upon elements of harmony.
This platform of concord can then eventually be enlarged
to support other points of harmony.

In show-casing the positive aspects of these works,
some of the elevating precepts of the New Thought
Movement will come into focus, for the reason that most
writers hasten to equate them with Peace Mission
philosophy, Ronald White in particular. Also, much of the
Teachings of FATHER DIVINE will automatically be woven
into the text as unavoidable spin-off from discussion by the
several authors.

In reviewing the literature, this author has taken
excursions into phases which the writers being studied did
not mention--phases which seemed to the author to be
relative to what these writers presented, and as being
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enlightening to a consideration and an awareness of
FATHER DIVINE and His thoughts, as well as being an aid to
the reader in the process of rediscovering HIM. These
excursions are not labeled as such but appear as logical
supplements so that it may be impossible to determine
which phase is original with these journalists and which is
injected by the author. The reader is encouraged to read
these authors to determine first hand where the author
strayed from the subject of the original text.

Writings by these scribes are spotlighted in
Rediscovering GOD for the reason that it may be
interesting for the reading public, rather than listen to what
followers say, to hear what others say about FATHER
DIVINE and the Peace Mission Movement. Some of the
followers are thought to be radical and chauvinistic, and
hence, their testimony is not always accepted as reliable.
Whereas the documentation given by non-followers who
are indubitable authorities will not be taken lightly.

Every right-minded individual will agree that GOD is a
Priceless, International Treasure, to be Worshiped and put
upon a Pedestal above all else. The major prophet Isaiah
said it best--As the Heavens are higher than the Earth, so
are GOD'S Ways and Thoughts higher than our ways and
thoughts. (Isaiah 55:9) FATHER DIVINE'S Followers are
steadfast in their hearts, minds and souls that HE is GOD.
Consequently we can state that HE is also a veritable
Treasure to be rediscovered. Rediscovering GOD is
presented herewith.

FATHER DIVINE is known best in the countries where
there are or have been Peace Mission Churches or
Extensions, but His Name and fame has gone elsewhere
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into the far reaches of the globe. Visitors to the United
States, even from the outposts, inquire with worshipful
veneration about FATHER DIVINE, with rediscovery as their
intent. If the voices of all the people in the world who in
this day have love and reverence for FATHER DIVINE in
their hearts would come together, there would be heard a
mighty chorus from this multitude in glorification of One
Who has brought Peace and Hope to them--One Who has
blazed a trail through forests of prejudice, One Who has
brought healing to the sick of mind and body,
enlightenment to the ignorant, and inspiration to those
reaching for illumination.

The original title of this volume was Rediscovering
FATHER DIVINE. Be that as it may however, upon reflection,
it became apparent that in rediscovering FATHER DIVINE,
the reader would rediscover GOD simultaneously in a novel
manner. Many people in the world are aware that FATHER
DIVINE'S Faithful Followers assert beyond the faintest
shadow of doubt that HE is GOD Personified in His Body. As
a consequence, rediscovering FATHER DIVINE as GOD is,
[pso facto, also rediscovering GOD. Accordingly, the title
was forthwith revised to Rediscovering GOD--Our
International Treasure!
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CHAPTER1

TREASURE AT THE DOORSTEP

An Eye of Light
Ali Hafed was restless. He squirmed and twisted on his
damask-covered four- poster and stared at the brocaded
canopy over his sleepless couch. At intervals he squinted
beyond floor-to-ceiling draperied casements of his retiring
room, fretting irritably that the sun climbed so sluggishly to
streak the sky and wake creation.

Twenty-four hours earlier, Ali Hafed, the Persian
gentleman farmer, was serene. He lived many years ago
near the Indus River which flowed from Tibet through
Kashmir, Ali Hafed's home, and thence through Pakistan to
the Arabian Sea. He was content because he was wealthy--
and wealthy because he was content. But the old priest of
his Buddhist temple by chance told him how precious
diamonds were and that, if he had a diamond mine, he
would have power over kings and queens.

Visions of himself as lord over the earth was like a
hypodermic that shot unrest into Ali's hitherto peaceful
arteries. Every pulse-beat hammered his brain-- "diamonds,
power, diamonds, power, diamonds... diamonds..." His
cupidity obsessed him. He could think of nothing but
"diamonds, power, diamonds, power."”

Then the mind-burst! Quivering with desire, the decision
crashed through his mind. Galvanized into chase of his
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obsession, he sold everything he owned and set out to
unearth a diamond mine.

The pursuit of his fantasy, properly enough, began at
the Mountain of the Moon. From there Ali Hafed explored
mountains and valleys, hills and plains to no avail. He
scoured the earth up and down, to and fro, from ocean to
ocean, and from land to land, with the maddening drum-
beat at his temples, "diamonds, power, diamonds, power,
diamonds, power..." but he blindly clung to his dream.

At length his money was gone. Ali Hafed stood a
hopeless wretch in rags and abject poverty on the rocky
ocean shore. His chagrin flamed into seething remorse and
uncontrolled brooding. He could bear himself no longer. At
that moment, a mountainous wave rolled in, and in
frustrated desperation, Ali Hafed flung himself into it,
sinking beneath its foaming crest, a bitter mortal lost in
eternity.

While his camel was drinking from the brook in his
garden, the man who purchased Ali Hafed's farm noticed a
black stone with an eye of light that reflected a full rainbow
of colors. He picked it up, put it on the mantel of his
fireplace and forgot it.

Later, the same Buddhist priest who talked of diamonds
came to visit the man. The moment he came into the room,
the priest saw the flash of light from the eye of the stone,
and rushed to examine it as he blurted, "This is a diamond!
Has Ali Hafed returned?" His host replied, "No--Ali Hafed
has not returned--and that is not a diamond, but just a
stone from the garden." The old priest cried out, "That is a
diamond! I tell you I know a diamond when I see one!"
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Together they rushed out into Ali Hafed's garden to find
diamond after diamond, each larger and more dazzling
than the first. Thus was discovered the Golconda mine- -the
richest ever found. The crown jewels of England and Russia-
-the largest on earth--came from that mine right at Al
Hafed's doorstep.

Had he taken stock of the treasure that lay at his feet
and evaluated it with appreciation and understanding, Ali
would have been rich beyond measure, because every acre
of his farm yielded precious gems. But he was blind to the
blessings at his finger-tips, and dashed off pell-mell to seek
his fortune at the other end of the earth and hence came to
a tragic, sorrowful end.

Readers will recognize that story from Russell Conwell's
little book, Acres of Diamonds. He was a clergyman, born in
1843, six years before the Gold Rush to California, who
became president of Temple University in Philadelphia
around 1900. Conwell gave the famous speech contained in
the little book so many times that it became a classic. Its
message is as timely now as ever. Its place in this book is to
emphasize how often a person will assume that there is
nothing at hand at that place where he or she is which
offers a base upon which to build a richer life.

So it has been with thousands of people who have
heard of, read of, listened to, dined with and/or talked with
FATHER DIVINE. As with Ali Hafed, they did not investigate
with perspicacity and intellectual or spiritual curiosity the
good ground around them where FATHER DIVINE walked
and talked, and which HE suffused with opportunity to gain
a foothold in Heaven here on earth. They passed over HIM.
They passed over the Eye of Light--the diamond in the
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stone--to forage in barren places--thereby missing their
blessing as Ali did.

Shuttered Eyes

Rediscovery of FATHER DIVINE is presently in the air,
however. This book will abet the aroused mind in the
process. This contemporary resurgence of interest in the
Ministry of REVEREND M. J. DIVINE is ill-served by most of
the early writings. Some writings are so deprecatory that
they would at least discourage, if not suffocate, any effort
at rediscovering.

Some writers were content to describe what appeared
on the surface, as they attended a Peace Mission Holy
Communion Banquet, a Praise Service, or a Righteous
Government Meeting, much as one would witness a parade,
with only the shallowest empathy for the proceedings.
Other writers looked upon the proceedings, not through
rose-colored glasses, but through brittle, hard-nosed lenses
of materialism. They saw only ulterior motives in what
FATHER DIVINE said and did.

Writers rode the bruising, searing juggernaut of
prejudice to sensational stories which they assumed would
disintegrate and eventually grind FATHER DIVINE and His
activities into oblivion. Some, jeering at the unorthodox
Teachings of FATHER DIVINE, and which were heightened
by the ebullient devotion of His adherents, rode the equally
bruising, searing juggernaut of derision to rowdy accounts,
through the mockery of which they held FATHER DIVINE up
to the world as a charlatan.

These writers saw in the activities of FATHER DIVINE and
the Peace Mission only a multi-ringed circus--with its
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performing bears, whirling Harlequins, precision- obedient
dogs and horses, master-minded by the Ringmaster
cracking his long, serpentine whip. To them it was a good
show. They did not see the fertile depths and lush beauty of
the forest because of the trees. Their eyes were shuttered
with earthy scales--their minds obsessed with only what
fluttered in the immediate foreground.

They missed the substance and caught the shadow.
They missed the spiritual essence of the endeavor. Both
FATHER and MOTHER DIVINE have declared that the Peace
Mission is a spiritual Movement, notwithstanding its other
facets. Anyone who does not perceive that the fundamental
Foundation of the Movement is spiritual has lost the
heritage that the Movement has for everyone.

There were some few investigators from the forties and
later such as those cited in the Introduction who were more
just and reasonable in their journalism. It is the purpose of
Rediscovering GOD to spotlight the output of these writers
so as to make the process of rediscovery easier for the
student. There was a breath of recognition and appreciation
of FATHER DIVINE however, over seventy years ago by a
highly distinguished gentleman.

Eugene Del Mar

Who's Who in America, in the early Twentieth Century,
lists a mining engineer as Alexander Del Mar, who was also
a prolific author and historian. He sired three sons,
Algernon, William and Eugene. Algernon, like his father, was
a mining engineer. William was an electrical engineer and
both were authors as well. The senior Del Mar and all three
sons were carried in Who's Who for a good span of years.
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Eugene, for instance, was listed for seventeen years, 1926 to
1943.

Eugene Del Mar earned a reputation as author, lecturer,
lawyer, stock broker, business man, banker and editor,
being admitted to the bar both in California and New York,
as well as becoming a member of the New York Stock
Exchange. He was partner with his brother in the London
banking community.

As editor or associate editor, he was engaged in
producing such journals as Freedoms, Mind, and Common
Sense. Del Mar lectured widely on metaphysical concepts,
and was a member of various academic societies. He
authored books: Spiritual and Material Attraction, The
Divinity of Desire, Living Ideals, Fulfillment The Conquest of
Disease and Man the Master. He founded the Mental
Science Temple in 1899, and was member of the "New
Thought Federation," "the League for the Larger Life" and
the "University of Life Science.”

Because of his qualifications, experience and reputation,
he was commissioned in 1931 to conduct an inquisition
into the private affairs of FATHER DIVINE. At that time,
FATHER DIVINE'S headquarters were in what was then a
quiet village-- Sayville, fifty miles east of New York City by
the Great South Bay on Long Island. After a stay of a full
month in Sayville, during which he was observing, listening
to and talking with FATHER DIVINE for the better part of
every day, he submitted an affidavit. In the affidavit, Del
Mar stated that, 7 was attracted here to study the life and
teachings of One Whom I was advised to be a great teacher
and healer, besides being gifted with unusual powers.
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“In the light of this background, I have listened for a full
month to the Teachings of FATHER DIVINE. These are all
given at His free meals, so that eating and Teaching go
together. I now recognize in FATHER DIVINE One Whose
love, charity, sympathy and other spiritual attributes are
manifested to an extreme degree in a transparent purity of
Life, and to Whose wisdom and understanding of spiritual
truth I bow my head with reverence. In the words of
another epoch: "I find no fault in this man.”

“All that I have seen, felt and ascertained regarding the Life
and Teachings of FATHER DIVINE have illumined my
understanding beyond anything I have heretofore
experienced. His Teachings are both extremely simple and
deeply profound.” (MOTHER DIVINE, The Peace Mission
Movement, Philadelphia: A D F D Publications, 1982, 95-96)

Del Mar apparently did not expect to find anyone living
the CHRIST Life, but he wrote that FATHER DIVINE
seemingly lives this Life in its fullness.: “This CHRIST Life HE
depicts as one of extreme purity and universal Love. HE
cites the New Testament in support of His Teaching that
the results of living this Life are peace of mind and health
of body, together with all of the other beautiful possibilities
of life. His Teaching is that of essential Unity and Oneness,
that body, mind and soul are One and that when the
CHRIST Life is lived in its fullness, the body is spiritualized
so that it partakes of the Spirit of GOD, and is no longer
subject to death. ..HE expresses every admirable quality
and is always kind and considerate.” (96)

“To many of His followers, FATHER DIVINE'S unfailing
expressions and activities of love and sympathy, His lofty
Teachings and purity of Life, and the unusual powers with
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which HE seems to be endowed, impel them to place HIM
in a category superior to ordinary mortality, and they
recognize in HIM the expected Messiah.” (97)

“Highly educated scholars have been here who have
accorded to FATHER DIVINE unique and exceptional
attributes; but no one has as yet solved the mystery
underlying His Personality, wisdom, supply and power. Now
that the press and radio have spread the news of His
Activities near and far, FATHER DIVINE has become a world
figure, Whose Presence and significance can no longer be
ignored.” (98)

John Henry Titus

Another refreshing breath of the same period extolling
FATHER DIVINE came from a much more famous author
than Del Mar. John Henry Titus is lionized everywhere for
his "The Face On The Bar Room Floor," the fifth canto of
"An Ideal Soul," a beautiful epic poem done in seven
cantos. It depicts an American scene, as truly American as
the small town of Jefferson, Ohio, where John Henry Titus
was born, where he worked and strove for poetic
perfection.

In a biographical sketch prefacing 7he Face on the Bar
Room Floor, Elizabeth Pfleiderer writes that An Ideal Soul is
an imaginative allegory linked to Titus' life, re-enacted in
the halo of fancy and the portent of the goal or destination
in life. It contains a message of morale based on fact as well
as on legend covering a period of more than 600 years. It
took Titus 60 years to perfect it. John Henry Titus, 7he Face
on the Bar Room Floor, New York: Pocantico Publication,
1933). The title originated from the consciousness of a
hovering spirit as in the "Black Dove Legend" which
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influenced Titus in writing the canto, and which influenced
Edgar Allen Poe also in his writing of 7he Raven.

The term "Bar Room" here does not refer to a common
pub or corner bar or to a roughhouse saloon. This Bar
Room was quarters where overnight travelers--judges,
lawyers and others of national prominence arriving by
stage-coach--were received and registered as at a modern
hotel front desk.

Titus' father, William, was an accredited literary critic.
Therefore John Henry became familiar with the best
literature through listening to the discussions between his
father and his associates, who were high in letters and
affairs. His father was friends with Washington Irving and
Edgar Allen Poe, with whom he spent holidays on the
Hudson near Sleepy Hollow.

According to biographer Elizabeth Pfleiderer, Titus
ranked with the great contributors and benefactors to
American national literature--a true American poet. Even
his boyhood pals respected his passion, and the
townspeople recognized his undeniable genius. He wrote
his first poem, The Awkward Boy, at age twelve.

Titus wrote in a state of unrest and frenzy; he was an
intense creator, with a “craving for a larger life of greater
experience.” In his writings, "the commonplace things of
life reflect the worth of character and high ideals; yet no
tendency toward any creed, cult or schism.” (21) He had no
set rules of diction, religion or isms-- thereby leaving Titus
unlabeled with any sophistry; he was artless.

"He has lived in the world and his poems carry the
essence of great truths.” His first worthy poems were
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written on bits of bark and leather found in the tannery
where he was apprenticed as a youth. He became expert in
the leather industry, and because of his versatility, he was
commissioned to oversee the interests of a large leather
concern in all parts of the globe. As a world traveler, he
made many friendships which were contributory to his art.
Titus' poem, They Had No Poet So They Died, is a
recounting of his globe-trotting.

An enduring friendship developed between Elbert
Hubbard and Titus, whom Hubbard dubbed a genius.
Hubbard, another celebrated, inspirational American
author, used Titus' poem, Head Heart and Hands,
innumerable times in his writings, and the three "H's" were
carved on the private door of Hubbard's office.

After the Civil War, a moral force was generated by the
issues of Temperance and Abolition and by such writers as
Harriet Beecher Stowe. The Face on the Bar Room Floor
was spawned in this climate. Young Titus was awake to the
social conditions of the country, and consequently the
moral fever of the day seeped into the poem. "fts charm
and moral purity charms the heart.”

Pfleiderer wrote, "His power of moral discernment
shines when compared to the immoral and impracticable
hypocrisy around him.” (12) "Nothing ever changed or
obscured his deep sincerity and natural poetic expressions.”
(21) "He has always written and given to the world
utterances, unmindful of return."” (22)

Mr. Titus was a frequent visitor at Sayville, where
Eugene Del Mar also sat at FATHER DIVINE'S Table to listen
to Words of Spirit and Life that filled the air. In a 1936
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interview with a reporter from T7The Spoken Word, Titus
remarked, 7 have the personal knowledge of FATHER
DIVINE'S Work for years in New York and Eastern States,
and I know that none other than one having the highest
manifestation of Divinity could be accredited with such a
range of expression, and such Spiritual Wisdom, hence I say
HE is the Dean of the Universe.

‘T have seen the transformation of lives, have seen souls
lifted from the depths of degradation to be respectable
law-abiding citizens. I have known men and women
changed from their impulses and passions, and elevated to
heights unlike any help they could get from colleges,
universities, or by cults, creeds, or isms, and given an
established position, a status enviable. ...I too, as thousands
I know, have been strengthened and blessed by the
personal contact of FATHER DIVINE.... The Divine Wisdom,
Knowledge and Understanding of FATHER DIVINE passes
all human understanding.” (MOTHER DIVINE, T7he Peace
Mission Movement. 73-74)

In Russell Conwell's speech, he states that "A diamond is
a congealed drop of sunlight.” He states also that this
statement is literally true because a diamond is an actual
deposit of carbon from the sun. How apropos that
statement is in connection with the "Rediscovering of GOD"
in this volume by any prospector who is looking for the
treasure of Peace, Joy and Happiness! In the Life and Works
and Teachings of FATHER DIVINE, all prospectors who seek
with humility, sincerity and an open, harmonious heart, will
certainly find diamonds--and much, much more than just a
drop of sunlight!
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CHAPTER II

OUT BEYOND HARLEM...

Charles S. Braden, These Also Believe
New York: Macmillan Company, 1949
Twelfth Printing, 1970.

A few years after John Henry Titus had proclaimed
FATHER DIVINE the Dean of the Universe, additional
appreciation of HIM appeared in the atmosphere in 1948
by way of an esteemed Professor of the History and
Literature of Religion at Northwestern University. Charles
Braden bewails the fact that accounts previous to his--
which he did not even deign worthy of mention in his
preface-- "seem never to have made any serious attempt to
get the inside point of view" of the Peace Mission." Braden
cites the "great need for careful, scholarly study” of such
minority groups, and adds, "few books if any... have been
written from the standpoint of objective scholarship” (These
Also Believe, ix-x)

Then Dr. Braden plunges enthusiastically into the
account of his discovery that the Peace Mission is a vibrant,
ongoing Movement--an account which the seeker will relish
in his or her rediscovery of FATHER DIVINE.

Dr. Braden accorded preeminence to the Peace Mission
Movement by reporting his in-depth study of it in the very
first chapter of his book--the "curtain-raiser" so to speak--
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and devoting seventy-seven pages to it. The spotlight is
thrown on significant portions.

Salvation Now--Not After Death

“Father Divine's Peace Mission Movement, the official name
of his group, is one of the most unique religious
movements that has appeared. Many prophets have arisen
and not a few Messiahs, but seldom has GOD himself in
human form assumed leadership of a movement. Yet that is
precisely the belief of Father Divine's followers concerning
him." (6)

But this is no promissory movement. People have
visualized GOD as a man with a full beard, glowing robes,
and a golden crown, settled on a gilded throne in a fleecy
heaven beyond the azure sky--beyond the sun, moon and
stars! Some evangelists have promised that when people
die, they go straight to this fleecy heaven, wear golden
slippers, meander along broad, golden avenues, dine on
milk and ambrosia, and twang a golden harp!

The Peace Mission Movement does not indulge in such
folderol. Dr. Braden writes: “Father Divine's is no other-
worldly faith. He promises no heaven hereafter. One hears
reiterated over and over in the testimonies given in the
public meetings, the joy of believers in the fact that they do
not have to wait until after death to secure the benefits of
salvation. They are already participants in the joys of the
Kingdom. They enjoy the presence of GOD. They are
sustained daily here and now by his bounty. They expect
confidently that this will never end. To be sure, there is the
larger world about them which has not yet acknowledged
the rule of Father Divine, and in which they experience
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opposition and sometimes serious injustice. But GOD'S will
must ultimately prevail, and the world will recognize him or
be destroyed. Meanwhile within the little microcosm they
have built for themselves they find the security and joy and
satisfaction which they so deeply crave.” (18)

FATHER DIVINE maintains that the Peace Mission
Movement is founded on the Teachings of the Great Law-
giver and Exemplar, JESUS CHRIST--specifically His Sermon
on the Mount in chapters five, six and seven of Matthew.
FATHER DIVINE persistently and constantly upholds Jesus'
Teachings to His own disciples as the Law under which they
must live and which must govern their every thought, word
and deed, but HE makes “no reference to any life hereafter.
This is quite true to Father Divine's thought. His salvation
idea is this-worldly, not other-worldly. He never tires of
reiterating his teaching that heaven, as commonly taught, is
wrong, and that it must really be experienced here and
now. ...Heaven is really but the realization of the Kingdom
of GOD and that is not something only for a future life and
another world. It has already come." (63)

“there is not a little in his program to command the respect
and even the admiration of those who cherish the Christian
ideal and seek its realization in the lives of men." (25)

FATHER DIVINE'S Social Program

Many off-shoot minority groups are largely ego-centric;
they do not concern themselves with being their brother's
keeper in the social order. Braden contends that “no such
statement can be made concerning Father Divine's Peace
Mission. Father Divine does, to be sure, strongly emphasize
the necessity of individual salvation and is insistent on
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personal integrity. But that is not the end of the matter. He
has a veritable social passion and never ceases to preach
the remaking of the social order. The individual is never left
to stand alone. And the ultimate end which he envisages is
no less than a perfected society here on earth--a true
Kingdom of GOD." (17-18)

“To perceive that this is a profoundly social movement one
needs only to attend a service, read the mottoes on the
walls and listen to the songs, or give attention to the
speeches of Father Divine. Manifestly the people are
religious, but one finds certain words appearing over and
over again which indicate the social interest at the heart of
it.... Americanism is our religion,’ proclaims one placard in a
meeting room. Another, 'Let there be an International Bill of
Rights."" (18)

After an interview with FATHER DIVINE, Professor
Braden expounded further on the inherent social and
political nature of the Movement.: “Father Divine himself
said to me, 'Americanism, Democracy and Christianity are
synonymous.' But how does he define Americanism?
Another placard found in the various centers says: 'What
does Americanism consist of? Amalgamation of all Races,
Colors, Creeds.’ Here one is plunged into the very center of
the movement. No note is more insistently struck than that
of the equality of the races--and no movement in America
is more definitely itself an inter-racial movement. In it there
is no distinction of color. W---- and b---- mingle freely, and
w---- and b---- sing with apparently equal enthusiasm the
crusading songs in which racial discrimination is
condemned and the ideal of vracial brotherhood
proclaimed.” (18)
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Unlike some other religious associations, FATHER
DIVINE has a well-defined program for elevating the social
order: “here is a religion with a concrete social, political and
economic program, designed to make its ultimate ends
possible of realization. If they seem to some grandiose and
unattainable, it must at the same time be observed that
some of them are exceedingly sensible and have much to
commend them. He has an educational program. Many
thousands of followers have become literate intelligent
citizens because of the stimulus they have received from
him. He does have an economic program. Many people
have been lifted out of misery and unhappiness and
poverty through the operation of his system. He has a
political ideal. His people are told to revere the Constitution
of the United States." (25)

Followers place great store on the implications of the
Declaration of Independence for all people and follow its
precepts in their personal lives. They uphold the
Constitution with its Bill of Rights and Amendments as a
pattern for all governments.

No Segregating Words

Using any sort of prejudicial, ridiculing or discriminatory
term as applied to a person is strictly taboo in the Peace
Mission. No type of label is condoned for the reason that
labels classify, segregate, compartmentalize and divide
people who should be unified. Labels erect high walls
between people. If on rare occasions it becomes really
necessary to distinguish between so-called races, the terms
"Afro-American" and "Caucasian" come into play, or the
terms "dark complexion" or "dark expression” and "light
complexion" or "light expression."
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As the Pledge to the Flag stipulates, the United States of
America is "one Nation under GOD, indivisible!" FATHER
DIVINE proclaims, "There is only one race--the human
race!” HE declares also, "A man is a man--and that's alll”
People are not all the other characterizations that have
been attached to them.

No Ethnic Complications

Prejudice is an insidious, psychopathic cancer. It has
triggered more strife between people, between groups, and
between nations than any other incendiary element. Billions
of lives have been consumed in the foul conflagrations
which it kindles. Prejudice has fettered progress universally
and is the principal salvo that bigoted writers have aimed at
FATHER DIVINE.

Dr. Braden remarks that strangers to the Peace Mission
are often shocked “fo see the freedom with which c------
and w---- live in the same hotels, share the same rooms,
eat at the same tables, with a complete apparent lack of the
consciousness of differences. This is particularly notable
among the Rosebuds, the young girls’ group which usually
forms the choir and keeps the music going during the
banquets and in the public meetings. Here fresh-faced,
young, dark and w---- girls sing side by side without the
slightest trace of any difference between them. There is no
grouping of w----- together. Nor does this seem to be at all
by design, rather a personal choice. They seem to sit
together because they like each other. Nor is there any
grouping of w----- together at the communion tables. (26)

“..so far as could be observed the factor of race or color
did not enter in the slightest degree to affect their relations
with each other or with Father Divine.” (27)
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FATHER DIVINE has solved the racial problem!

FATHER DIVINE'S Economics
“Father Divine's Peace Mission is not simply a religious
movement. It is at the same time a definite social and
economic movement as well. Indeed, it is the economic
aspect of the movement which has probably excited more
curiosity and interest than any other phase of it." (27)

A great deal of mystery has shrouded FATHER DIVINE.
HE is an enigma to many--one reason being that people
cannot fathom the wellspring of His opulence. Where does
the money come from? Professor Braden offers this
observation: ‘it should be said that the Peace Mission
Movement is not one single cooperative, economically.
Rather it is a congeries of small cooperatives operating
upon principles taught by Father Divine and brought into
spiritual unity by the common loyalty and devotion which
all the members feel toward him. This spiritual unity will be
seen, however, to have very practical consequences; indeed,
it seems to be the sine qua non of the effectiveness of his
whole economic program.” (32)

Braden deals with the specter of embezzlement that
floats fitfully over wealthy spiritual leaders thusly: “7The
insistent belief that there must be something not quite
above board about the whole financial arrangement arises
chiefly from the difficulty the average American has in
conceiving a type of belief or organization in which money
plays only a minor role--where it is only a kind of necessary
evi[ because of the surrounding environment which
depends upon money or exchange for its very existence.”
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“But suppose that money comes to be considered not as an
end, but only as a means to securing certain values, and
suppose further that those values could be secured without
money, or at best with only a very limited amount of it.
Then obviously the amassing of money would hold no
appeal for people. This seems literally to be a fact among
many of Father Divine's followers as it is a fact among some
other groups such as some, though not al| monastic
orders... there is a faith among them in the ability of Father
Divine to secure for them all that is needful--in this present
life. They feel this so strongly that they are quite willing to
forego the ordinary monetary rewards men seek and to
devote their time and energy to making possible the
successful operation of the various enterprises of the Peace
Mission. It is this fact which makes it possible to operate
them at the low prices they are able to charge.” (33- 34)

Professor Braden very objectively surveys the infra-
structure of the operation of the enterprises in the Peace
Mission Movement in more than ten pages of his chapter.
At length, he analyses the very sound business practices
employed in such a manner as to show how all the
enterprises and activities work compatibly in support of the
total structure. His bottom line is: "Here is the secret of
Father Divine's amazing achievements--the free service of
devoted followers without any desire for financial return,
but only the privilege of being near or working for him
whom they love.” (38-39)

“Thus there does not seem to be so much mystery about
the system as popularly imagined. It looks like very wise
planning.” (38)
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Basically an Independent, Religious Entity

Dr. Braden was impressed with the strength of the
Peace Mission Movement. It stands on a multi-faceted
foundation of inter-racial, social, educational, political and
economic bulwarks. He writes however, “7f we have
emphasized, and rightly, the social and economic features
of Father Divine's Peace Mission, it must not be forgotten
that it is first last and always a distinctly religious
movement. It is out of certain basic religious convictions
that the practical social and economic beliefs and practices
naturally flow." (42)

It is not within the scope of Redliscovering GOD to offer
either a synopsis or digest of FATHER DIVINE'S religious
ideas as discussed by Dr. Braden in over thirty pages of his
book, in which he quotes FATHER DIVINE copiously. The
reader is directed to MOTHER DIVINE'S book, The Peace
Mission Movement, for extensive and intensive exposition
of the ideas, ideals and religious philosophy of the Peace
Mission Movement.

It may be apropos nevertheless, to spotlight the one
most singular tenet of the association which sets it apart
from other religious groups. It is perhaps the nonpareil of
all the Teachings of FATHER DIVINE. This tenet is that GOD
is Present with all people all of the time--inside of them and
all around them. The unique outgrowth from this statement
is that when people are conscious that GOD is actually
closer to them than breathing and nearer than their hands
and feet, they will behave better than if they thought GOD
was not looking.

Everyone wants GOD'S Blessings, but if they think, say
and do what GOD says not to do, HE will withhold His
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Bounty. Therefore, when people are acutely aware that
GOD is an instant eye-witness to their actions because HE is
right there, they will strive always to think, say and do right,
so as to please GOD. If everybody, because of the
consciousness of the Presence of GOD, would feel this
moral, righteous compulsion to do the right thing, Peace,
Joy and Happiness would flood the earth. No other group,
except perhaps a New Thought society, carries this tenet to
its ultimate implementation as do the adherents of FATHER
DIVINE.

This is His cosmic declaration of the keen intimacy
which should fuse GOD with every man, woman and child:

“The Spirit of the Consciousness of the Presence of GOD is
the Source of all supply, and it always has and always will,
as it does, satisty every good desire.”

Honesty A Paramount Virtue

An individual and collective trait of the Peace Mission of
which Professor Braden takes especial note is honesty. He
states that FATHER DIVINE'S “insistence upon truth and
honesty is constant and extremely rigorous. I have
personally never had contact with any group which seems
so absolute in the definition of honesty. One who finds a
penny on the street will not keep it." (62)

The finder will turn it in to the Lost and Found
Department of the Church to be advertised in some
manner.

Comparison with New Thought Doctrine
Another observation which Dr. Braden presents is the

concurrence of a substantial portion of FATHER DIVINE'S
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Teachings with those of New Thought groups. It has been
noted above that Eugene Del Mar applauded FATHER
DIVINE--one probable reason being that he was immersed
in New Thought and found in FATHER DIVINE'S philosophy
an extension as well as an intensification of New Thought
precepts.

There are significant similarities. The cosmic declaration
quoted above has an unmistakable New Thought ring--
although these exact words will not be found except in the
Peace Mission.

The importance of success and prosperity is common
ground in both FATHER DIVINE and New Thought thinking.
If an individual does not enjoy the abundance of general
well-being, that man or woman is not living the CHRIST
Life, and the true relationship with GOD has been broken.
The method of attaining this abundant well- being hinges
in part on the visualization of the positive, which is another
accord between the two groups. Healing is a great factor in
the New Thought regimen as it is in the Peace Mission. It is
emphasized constantly as part of well-being. Also, much
stress is laid on happiness here and now--not in another
world.

Braden notes one marked difference between the
activities of FATHER DIVINE as compared with New
Thought. He makes clear that FATHER DIVINE'S remarkable
economic arrangement--His Cooperative System by which
His followers have been enabled to enjoy a financial
security they had never before known--has broken new
ground, and has gone far beyond any New Thought
systems known to Braden.
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Professor Braden cites another departure from the New
Thought mode of action. He asks the pointed question,
from whence came the intense social passion which marks
FATHER DIVINE'S ministry?

“Whence his strong insistence upon the equating of
Christianity, Democracy, and Americanism, and his powerful
promotion of racial equality? Certainly he did not get these
from either the older revivalistic Christianity or New
Thought which are both strongly individualistic in their
outlook.” (75)

Dr. Braden can find no precedent for this passion.
Defining religion in terms of democracy and social justice is
foreign to both early evangelistic Christian theology and
New Thought direction. Only in recent times has a social
gospel been included in a definition of religion.

Hence, Braden concludes that the passion came from
deep within the very Being of FATHER DIVINE--a Being
which is ultra-sensitive to the cries of the people who suffer
from discrimination and other persecution. The passion is
natural and spontaneous. It is a must with FATHER DIVINE.

That FATHER DIVINE endorses New Thought is strikingly
underscored by reason of the fact that HE distributed free
of charge, at considerable expense to HIM, many New
Thought books. This practice, though eventually
discontinued, was in force for much of the period during
which FATHER DIVINE'S headquarters were in Sayville, New
York. Prominent among this literature given to truth seekers
were publications of the Unity School of Christianity.
FATHER DIVINE expressed high personal esteem for the
founder of Unity, Charles Fillmore. See Chapter Six for a
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fuller commentary on FATHER DIVINE'S espousal of New
Thought.

Comparison with Roman Catholic Principles

FATHER DIVINE gives credit where it is due. HE
frequently holds up to His hearers Catholic ideals as
exemplary, and exhorts His followers to live as virtuously as
do the nuns and monks. The Peace Mission in some ways
can be compared to Catholic disciplines. “This may be seen
in the essentially monastic organization of the inner circle
of his followers. Note, first of all, that it is celibate, a rather
remarkable fact if one considers the age in which it appears
and the fact that it is accepted wholeheartedly by so many
people. He (Father Divine) expressed to me in personal
conversation his admiration for Catholic nuns, and in public
discourse he frequently dwells upon the virginity of Mary’
and the 'Holiness of Jesus' as ideals to be realized in the
community. Furthermore, the essentially communal living is
very much like that of monks and nuns." (76)

Followers, however, move about freely in the outside
work places, whereas some monastic clusters are tightly
cloistered. Lives of followers can be characterized as a type
of lay monasticism.

FATHER DIVINE'S Personality

As a warm participant/observer Mr. Braden became fond of
FATHER DIVINE, as his journalistic treatment of FATHER
DIVINE unmistakably indicates. Braden was sensitive to
FATHER DIVINE'S great humanitarianism. “He /s constantly
spoken of as Father. He is Perfection. He is Love. He is, of
course, Creator, and is represented as active in nature and
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history. He works through natural forces to effect his will.
He is Good, and of course, he is One. The unity of GOD is
frequently stressed.” (54)

Mr. Braden reports on FATHER DIVINE'S ideas regarding
the attributes and the Commission on earth of Jesus the
CHRIST--attributes and accomplishments which followers
by analogy ascribe also to FATHER DIVINE: “He is Savior,
way-shower, example, life-giver, health-giver; he is the giver
of eternal pleasure, success, prosperity, and victory over all
undesirable conditions; he is eternal emancipation, and the
bringer of peace on earth and good will to men." (56)

FATHER DIVINE'S whole purpose was to meet the needs
of the people:“...he is a keen student of human nature and
of human need in the present age. With rare skill he has set
himself to minister to it in the most effective way possible.
...The very strength of the appeal is the immediacy of its
ministry. Not in some indefinite future, but now, here, at
once, there is help of the most concrete sort.” (77)

This immediacy of FATHER DIVINE'S ministry kindles in
the membership an intense flame of personal loyalty to
HIM. His Love for them engulfs their encounters with HIM
when they seek HIM out for help and healing. HE “sits and
talks quietly with them and inquires as to the nature of the
malady. Then he bids them contact him spiritually, always
declaring that his physical presence is not necessary at all,
and most importantly, bidding them 'live exactly according
to my teaching.’ They must have implicit faith.... His very
manner, the complete confidence with which he announces
this, begets confidence, which is the secret, psychologically,
of faith healing the world over.” (71)
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Echoing Eugene Del Mar's sentiment about FATHER
DIVINE is an Englishman who lectured widely in England
and on the continent in the metaphysical field. His
statement, as quoted by Braden, is befitting the close of
this section. In the dedication of one of his books, in which
many of FATHER DIVINE'S Teachings appear, Walter Lanyon
wrote, “In my search for truth I had met many wonderfully
enlightened souls, noble and fine: some official stone
casters; and a Judas; from all these I received help, but it
was never until I contacted Father Divine that I fully realized
the Presence of the Power here and now. Not as something
to be used to produce results, but as the very actuality of
Being itself." (47)

Charles Braden's short hagiography concerning FATHER
DIVINE and the Peace Mission Movement, together with
the statements of Eugene Del Mar and John Henry Titus in
the preceding chapter of Rediscovering GOD graciously
opens the door for the explorers who are bent on
rediscovering FATHER DIVINE. For each seeker, the
following utterance by Braden is a warm welcome to the
world of FATHER DIVINE. “Salvation, then, is here and now.
The Kingdom of GOD is already come. It will go on
extending itself--out beyond Harlem and Jersey and
Philadelphia until it takes in all mankind!" (67)
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CHAPTER III

INFINITE GOODNESS...

William M. Kephart, Extraordinary Groups,
New York: St. Martin's Press, Second Edition, 1982.

During the 1920s, FATHER DIVINE'S activities in Sayville,
New York, intensified and blossomed to such an extent that
His renown as a spiritual leader spread from continent to
continent. The press was not slow in picking up such a
sensationally colorful figure as FATHER DIVINE in its pages.
Perhaps hundreds of articles were written in the select
periodicals such as 7ime Newsweek, The New York Times,
Life Reader's Digest and The New Yorker, not to mention
the lesser ones. This eager, inordinate coverage continued
for many years. But there was a paucity of journalists who
undertook to understand the Peace Mission Movement,
with the result that many of the articles were coarsely
shallow, and none compassionate throughout. Not until
discerning writers directed their peculiar talents to catching
some of the subliminal substance of FATHER DIVINE did
any respectable accounts appear.

One such account on the FATHER DIVINE Movement is
the fifty-page chapter in Dr. William Kephart's book,
Extraordinary Groups. Because he kept his weather finger
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on the societal pulse of the day, Kephart's sociology classes
at the University of Pennsylvania were popular.

Sense of Hope and Purpose

Dr. Kephart, now retired, notes that Afro-Americans and
other minority societies suffered from acute alienation--a
sense of hopeless futility in being ignored. He claims that
“More than any other leader of his time it was Father
Divine who fought against the spread of alienation, and he
was a superb practitioner. He understood the masses. He
could talk to them. He could engender feelings of self-
respect. ...Most important he never lost sight of the two
basics: food and jobs. These were the bedrock. As long as
he was helmsman, his followers would have ample food at
little or no cost. And--through his employment service or
within his own economic establishment--they would have
Jjobs. Food, jobs, and a joyous war against racism and
alienation! No wonder large numbers... flocked to Father
Divine's banner.” (168)

“Father Divine succeeded in imbuing his followers with a
sense of hope and purpose. ...He encouraged self-respect
by insisting that they give their employers an honest day's
work for a day's pay. He forbade them to accept tips. He
gave them a sense of self-discipline by prohibiting
smoking, drinking, swearing and immodest behavior." And-
-above all else--he gave them spiritual security.” (163)

Seventy five years ago, people were hungry. FATHER
DIVINE fed them. Seventy five years ago, unemployment
was rife aggravated by the fact that most Afro-Americans
were excluded from all but a peon's job. FATHER DIVINE
railed against such heartless discrimination, and found
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decent work places. Seventy five years ago, people of a
dark complexion needed an inspirational leader who could
stand up to people of light complexion. F